
Midterm Exam (10% of final grade) 

March 11-14, 2014 

Study Guide 

 

FORMAT: Most of the exam questions will be short-ish answer: two- to three-sentence responses will 

suffice.  There will also be two extended-response questions where you will want to develop your answers 

further (up to two paragraphs in length).  Short answer questions will be worth four points each; extended-

response questions will be worth 10 points each. 

 

I will include a short rubric to assess your responses to each question; see example questions below. 

 

***Maroon classes will begin their exams on the 11th (short answer only) and continue them on the 

13th (extended response only); Gold classes will complete the exam on the 14th.  You will have 

ONLY the allotted class time to complete the exam.*** 

 

CONTENT: You will need to be familiar with and have insights to share on all the texts you’ve been 

assigned thus far.  If you missed any of the short stories, they are all available on our class website.  In 

specific, you should think and have something to say about the following in Hamlet: 

 Soliloquies (not just their existence, but their content)  

 The motifs of rot/decay, lack of certainty, appearances, and madness in Hamlet 

 Literary devices: foils, play-within-a-play, ambiguity, and any two other of your choice 

 Character motivations and the purpose of the supporting characters in the play 

 Themes (remember: COMPLETE SENTENCES!) 

 How the social/historical context of the play influences or is indirectly commented upon in the play 

(we didn’t talk about this in class, so you’ll want to do a little research!) 

 

For each of the short stories, you will need to be able to do the following: 

 Identify themes 

 Identify pertinent literary devices (the ones that are doing most of the heavy lifting) and explain their 

effect 

 Apply New Historicism (you’ll have to do this with four of the seven stories you read, and yes, you 

get to choose which ones). 

 

PREPARING: Hopefully, you’ve already done the biggest jobs in preparing for the exam: keeping up with 

your reading, asking questions when you’re lost, and participating actively in class discussions and activities.   

 

From there, I’d recommend taking notes on all of the above; for example, don’t try to sit down and hammer 

out a theme statement when the test is in front of you.  Get a good idea of which literary elements you 

might focus on and what you want to say about them ahead of time.   



SAMPLE QUESTIONS: 

Sample short answer questions and rubrics: 

 

1. What is one of the major themes communicated in the play Hamlet? 

 

Rubric: 

1: Response’s lack of 
clarity makes it difficult 
to judge. 

2: Response’s validity, 
clarity, or relevance is 
weak. 

3: Response is valid, 
clearly stated, and 
relevant. 

4: Response is 
nuanced, insightful, 
clearly stated, and 
relevant. 

 

2. Explain how the above theme is supported/developed by one or two specific details or events from 

the text. 

 

Rubric: 

1: Evidence is 
inaccurate or too 
unclearly 
communicated to be 
judged. 

2: Evidence is accurate, 
though general; 
explanation may be 
weak or unclear. 

3: Evidence is accurate, 
specific, and relevant; 
explanation points to 
its significance. 

4: Evidence is accurate, 
specific and well-
chosen; explanation 
clearly details its 
significance. 

 

 

Sample extended response question and rubric: 

 

1. In a few of the film versions of Hamlet, mirrors (including cracked mirrors, mirrors reflecting other 

mirrors, and other variations) are used extensively as a visual motif.  Explain in one to two well-

developed paragraphs the significance of this choice: What themes, concepts, or character traits does 

the mirror motif serve to highlight or enhance?   Think about what mirrors might symbolize, and 

how this relates to the play. 

 

  Rubric: 

1-2: 3-4: 5-6-7 8-9 10 

Response is 
unclear or 
unsupported; 
understanding of 
the text is 
minimal. 

Response may be 
unfocused or 
insufficiently 
supported; the 
writer appears to 
have some, but 
not sufficient, 
understanding of 
the question or 
the text. 

Response is 
focused and valid, 
though the 
reasoning or 
supporting 
evidence may be 
less relevant or 
detailed than in 
an 8-10 response. 

Response is 
detailed, focused, 
well-supported, 
and valid, 
exhibiting a clear 
understanding of 
and familiarity 
with the text. 

Response is 
detailed, 
insightful, well-
supported, and 
focused, 
exhibiting an 
intimate 
familiarity with 
and nuanced 
understand of the 
text. 

 


