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Base Groups 
 Once you get your groups assigned, head into them. 
 Some basic expectations for base groups: 

 Move desks to create a common workspace. 

 Sit eye to eye and knee to knee with your partners. 

 Help keep each other on task.  Sometimes I’ll assign roles; 
sometimes you’ll have to designate them in your group.  Either 
way, we’ll always have limited time in base groups, so it’s 
important to stay focused! 

 Create and maintain a culture of high expectations.  The 
EXPECTATION in base groups is that everyone comes prepared.  
Do not make allowances for unpreparedness, and if you yourself 
come unprepared, don’t broadcast it; instead, do your best 
to… 

 Find a way to contribute to and support your group members. 
 Not sure about the task?  Ask questions. 
 Not sure about what you read for today? Ask questions. 
 Not sure about what you want to say about the prompt?  Discuss.  

If you’re not sure how to contribute ideas, contribute WORK 
(volunteer to search for passages, pick up necessary materials, 
record responses, etc.) 

 

 



Your job today: 
 On the next slide is a quote from Man’s 

Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl.  On 
your collective paper, create three columns. 

 Column 1: Copy the quote. 

 Column 2: Quote an excerpt from the book 
that relates to the quote somehow. 

 Column 3: Explain the connection between 
the quote and the excerpt you’ve chosen. 
If you find a connection and it’s a meaningful one 
to your group, you will not be wrong about this!  
Do some hard thinking and discussing to get 
there, though! 

 



Quote from Frankl Relevant Excerpt from 

the book 

What’s the 

connection? 

“It did not really 

matter what we 

expected from life, 

but rather what life 

expected from us. 

We needed to stop 

asking about the 

meaning of life, and 

instead to think of 

ourselves as those 

who were being 

questioned by life—

daily and hourly.” 

 



Leading the Discussion! 

 Ch. 2-4 

 Wil and Jonathan 

 Laura and Aubrie 

 Dylan and Alex 

 EJ and Laura 



Shifting Gears Entirely: Poetry 

Input 
 It’s time to get back to poetry. 

 But I don’t want to pick all the poems. 

 Move into your base groups, please! 

 Individually, check out these websites AND ONLY THESE: 
 www.poetryfoundation.org 
 www.poets.org 

 www.poems.com  

 On your own, choose a poem you like that you found there. 

 After everyone’s found a poem, COLLECTIVELY compare the ones 
you found, and offer up one or more as a suggestion for us to read 
in class.  (You don’t HAVE to narrow down to one, but it’ll simplify 
my choices if you’re only suggesting ones you really like.) 

 Post the link to it in a comment on the poetry post on 
http://collegelit2014.wordpress.com.  
 Include as well an explanation of why you suggested it, and your 

group members’ first names! 
 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/
http://www.poets.org/
http://www.poems.com/
http://collegelit2014.wordpress.com/


For Next Time… 

 Read Ch. 5-8.  Annotate/stickynote as is 

useful! 

 Leading the Discussion:  

 Lacy and Amanda 

 Sydney and Hannah  

 Michaela and Meaghan 

 Kylee and Shay 


