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LITERATURE CIRCLE PROJECTS: SHORT STORY UNIT 

PURPOSE:  
After studying the short story you and your partner(s) read for today, your group will be responsible for 
sharing your findings/reflections/interpretations about your story with the rest of the class. Your goals in 
presenting your project include the following:  
 

 to enrich our class discussion of the unit’s central concepts  

 to demonstrate the applications of the critical lenses we’ve been talking about in class  

 to demonstrate knowledge of an author’s treatment of literary elements (How do they establish 
theme, setting, characterization? What other elements of their craft are important to note?)  

 to communicate the themes and ideas introduced and developed in your novel, and  

 to pique your classmates’ interest in the novel you’ve studied.  
 
AUDIENCE:  
Your audience for this project includes Ms. Mitchell and the rest of the class. Keep in mind that the majority 
of people in your audience will not be familiar with your story; give them the information they need to 
understand the ideas you’re presenting.  
 
REQUIREMENTS:  
Your project must meet these basic requirements:  
 

 It must satisfy all the goals listed above.  

 It must make use of media to enhance your content and engage your audience.  You will have access 
to the computer/projector during your presentation time, so any tools you can access through 
there are ones you can use for your presentation. 

 It must exhibit professionalism, care, thought, and attention to detail.  This means you’ve thought 
carefully about your story AS WELL AS how you’re going to teach it to the class. 

 It must give credit to the sources you’ve consulted. 

 It must be delivered to the class in a 9-10 minute presentation. 

 It must be INTERACTIVE (your audience must be doing something other than sitting there listening 
to you yammer incessantly).  

 
FORMAT: Your project may take a variety of forms, depending on the interests and abilities of your group 
members. You are limited only by your creativity and the requirements of the project listed above and on the 
rubric. The presentation accompanying your project must be 9-10 minutes in length. Below, I’ve listed several 
options you may consider when deciding which form your project will take:  
 

 Film and recast important scenes in “movie clips,” or find relevant movie clips or trailers that lend 
some insight into the story (and then talk about the connection) 

 Create a virtual museum exhibit  

 Compile a packet of supplementary materials to aid future readers of your story 

 Create a photographic or other visual art portfolio representing concepts/themes of the story 

 Create a press packet advertising the story (including posters, reviews, ads, etc.)  

 Use tools such as StoryBird, Glogster, Prezi, etc. to enhance your discussion of character, theme, 
plot, mood, etc. 

 Create a series of character sketches, character diary entries, news stories detailing important plot 
developments of the story, Twitter feeds/facebook walls for characters, etc. 



 Combine any of the above into a coherent project-package, OR 

 Do something else entirely that meets the requirements of the project while exploiting your own 
creative and technical expertise.  I’m open. 

 
WORKING ON THE PROJECT:  
Today will be your ONLY day in class to work on your project/presentation; you will be teaching your story to 
the class on Tuesday/Wednesday!  Try to get the majority of your planning/preparation work done today, and 
plan to get together with your group outside of class if necessary.  Again, you’re presenting these next time 
in class, so use your time today wisely! 
 
GRADING: 
Your Literature Circle Projects will be graded using the attached rubric.  Points will be allotted in the 
“Literature Circle Projects” (15% of semester grade) category of the gradebook.  THIS PROJECT alone will be 
worth 5 % of your semester grade, so take it seriously, and do good work!  Each group will be assigned a 
collective grade, which may be adjusted to reflect individual member contributions to the project. 
 
 

 
Basic 
(1-2) 

Developing 
(3) 

Proficient 
(4) 

Exemplary 
(5) 

 
Comments 

Project and presentation connect 
the group’s assigned story to the 
unit’s essential questions: 

 What do short stories reveal 
about writing techniques, 
approaches, aims, and 
priorities?  

    

 

Project gives a clear overview of the 
book’s major elements, such as plot, 
characters, setting, and themes 

    
 

Project and presentation include in-
depth application of both New 
Criticism and New Historicism 

X2 X2 X2 X2 
This column is worth 

TWICE as much as each 
of the other columns. 

Project exhibits savvy use of media 
to engage audience and enhance 
content  

    
 

Project and presentation exhibit 
professionalism, care, creativity, 
thought, and attention to detail 

    
 

Presentation actively, meaningfully 
involves the audience  

     

Presentation cites all 
information/sources consulted in 
the process of pulling together the 
project (yes, you have to research a 
little, at least for the New 
Historicism part of your project!) 

    

 

_____/40 points 
 
If you’ve got questions, email me or swing by early next week; I’ll be back in the classroom on 
Monday! 


