
 Philip Miller: Think Piece for Invisible Man 

 To me, Invisible Man is about the human experience. At first glance, the book 
seemed that it was going to be about the struggles of an African-American man 
living in the mid 1900s.  After reading into it a few chapters, I felt that it was obvious 
that the book was about something completely different.  Something bigger. 
Something more universal that everyone could connect to.  The author wasn’t just 
telling the story of a man in a specific place, at a certain time, who was faced with 
many obstacles and had to overcome them.  The novel was something more than 
that.  It was about the personal struggle that everyone must endure in order to find 
identity in such a painful world without letting the evil intentions of others bring 
them down.  As the last line in the book says, as well as the quote on the back of the 
book, “Who knows but that, on the lower frequencies, I speak for you?” 

 I came upon that quote early on in the book and started making this 
connection.  The black and white struggle seemed not to be about skin color but 
about being noticed.  The narrator was not about to give up his dream of making 
speeches and working at the university (being noticed, white) in order to become a 
hot dog vendor (black).  This seems to speak to everyone who has ever aspired to be 
someone famous or truly make his or her mark on history.  The thought of being a 
“nobody” is haunting.  It’s to become invisible, ordinary.  Which sounds scary 
initially (which is why the narrator attempted to stay away from a life like that), but 
as the narrator found out, and shared with all of his readers, to be invisible is to be 
normal.  Invisibility, though disheartening and lonely at times, is being true to one’s 
self.  People are always looking out for themselves, always trying to better their 
status in life, no matter who they have to hurt, use and walk all over in the process.  
The author shows how unfair and evil the system is, but he also shows that one 
needs only to accept it because it is the way things are. 

 Ellison also brings up the idea of hibernating and the fact that the narrator 
could not stay in it forever.  This seems to also refer to the human experience.  Once 
the narrator discovered his invisibility, his true being, he was tempted to forget 
about everyone and everything else, but deep down, he knew that he had an 
unwritten contract with society that prevented him from doing so.  One in which he 
could not break.  To me, this is the human temptation to isolate one’s self in total 
spiritual freedom and worry only about personal wants and needs.  Though this 
seems like the easy and maybe even the most practical choice, it could not be done.  
The narrator, and every person on the planet, has an obligation to work with society 
to help it advance and improve, even if it takes self-sacrifice. 

 Many symbols and people also represent objects that can be found within the 
human experience.  The brotherhood appeared to be the self-riotous, manipulative 
type of people that can be found anywhere in history: kings, dictators, drug dealers, 
politicians, pimps, etc.  They are all of the people who use someone and then throw 
them aside.  The narrator becomes frustrated with them.  He wants nothing more 
than revenge.  But in planning his revenge, he ends up helping them.  His anger 
blinded him.  This reflects how one should expect to run into these sorts of people in 



their lives and not let them get the best of him or her.  While in the dark pit, the 
narrator finds it in himself, not to forgive them, but to forget about them.  There are 
shitty people out there who are going to bend you until you break.  As the narrator 
demonstrated, one must learn to forget about them. 

 Everyone is always waiting for something to happen, but what? 


