
Fire, screams, bombs, togas, fur coats, broken shoes, aliens and fear are not objects 
that are usually places together in a story. In the book “Slaughter House-Fire” the author 
takes this otherwise somber time, like the bombing of Dresden and turns it into playful 
by telling the story from the point of view of an “odd-ball” named Billy Pilgrim.

Throughout the book you learn about Billy and ho he is an extremely poor excuse for a 
soldier. From the start when he is with the “Three Musketeers” (two scouts and an over 
zealous artillery man) he is portrayed as odd; he has no weapons, no uniform and no 
ideas what is going on. Billy and the artillery man also known as Weary separate from 
the two scouts just prior to being captured by Nazis. The Comical way that Weary and 
Billy are captured almost makes you forget about the three gunshots that mean two 
scouts are dead. The reader is left feeling a sense of enjoyment from the humor instead 
of sadness after the death of the two scouts. 

More deaths occur throughout the book and are, like the the death of the scouts, 
portrayed in a humorous light that makes you forget that this is death they are talking 
about. A hobo dies on a train to a prison camp after discussing about how he has been 
through worse. A Colonel who lost his entire regiment and wants everyone to call him 
Wild Bob. Weary dies from an infection in his feet from the wooden clogs theGerman 
soldiers make him wear after they took his combat boots. How a school teacher turned 
soldiers is shot by a firing squad for taking a tea pot from the rubble of what was once 
Dresden. The way these deaths occur are not the way we would imagine war to be like. 

After every one of these deaths Billy uses a saying he learned from an alien species, 
“So it goes.” This means that these people, although dead at this current time, are still 
alive at other parts of their lives. Now, why would the author go to all this trouble to write 
a war novel that is comical, what is the reason?It is simple and yet complex at the same 
time. Death is a scary thing for most people, and some people are forced to witness 
more then their fair share of it. Writing the story in this comical light describes how the 
author or anyone for that matter can make it out of death because they are surrounded 
by it. It is no small thing to watch your fellow man cease to breathe, so you have to 
make it comical to try and forget the horror and pain of death.

The fact that aliens are the ones to tell Billy about “So it goes” doesn’t really seem like 
Billy’s mind stayed intact after the war. But to see him actually make it out of the war 
being a poor excuse for a soldier where as other more capable soldiers were killed is  
also seen as funny. This shows how war itself has no rhyme or reason. It makes no 
sense why people die and others live. This is the point the author is trying to make in 
the story I believe. The war stopped being about armies killing each other, but armies 
killing civilians. The bombing of Dresden was a terrible tragedy that was caused by men 
like Billy who found a way to break the link between themselves and their fellow man.

The book ends with Billy laying in a wagon in the ashen remains of Dresden. He would 
describe this as one of the happiest moments of his life just laying with the sun beating 
down and a bird singing pootee-weet dar makes no sense and this last scene, or this 
book for that matter shows that.


