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Prompt 1  

 Einstein’s Dreams is a prime example of a postmodern text that is fragmented in structure. Each 

chapter is labeled with a date, and the dates flow in chronological order. However, the chapters 

themselves seem to have no connections between them. Each chapter is an independent short story 

about a theoretical world in which we perceive time differently. There are no characters, events or plots 

that are consistent throughout the book. The prologue, epilogue and interlude, however, do have a 

common plot about a man who is trying to find the “truth” about time through science and observation. 

This plot is very short and concise, and does not make up the majority of the book. The theme of 

Einstein’s Dreams is that time is not a predetermined thing that we can discover, but it is something we 

create to define and understand our world. His theme is portrayed in the individual chapters and ideas 

about time, but also in the fragmented way the story is told. 

 The fact that this book does not have chronological order allows the reader to make their own 

opinion, without the bias of the author, narrator, or characters. None of the theories about time are 

praised or valued more than others, no matter how logical or absurd they might seem. This forces the 

reader to step back and look at all of the options before forming their own opinion if the story was told 

from the scientist’s perspective and showed his thought process about the theory of time, then the 

reader would begin to think like him and agree with this ideas. They would see the logic and reasoning 

though their own. This book does not have one right answer. It allows each individual to decide what is 

true or not. This is a postmodern element that is enhanced through the fragmented structure of the 

novel.  

 Not only did the fragmentation allow the idea to be presented in a non-biased way, it also kept 

the reader guessing and asking questions throughout the book. Every three or five pages, the reader had 

to gather their thoughts, consider the theory, and open their mind to the new ideas that was coming 

next. This allowed the reader to draw from their own life and experiences and find some way that 

theory could be proved by their past sometimes this connection between the novel and real life didn’t 

happen, and must not be the best one for them to follow or accept. This novel did not force you to dig 

for a deeper understanding. Because most of the meaning was on the surface and restarted frequently, 

the reader had to compare the prosed theories of time to things of ideas they were already familiar 

with. This is another postmodern element that is enhanced thought the fragmented structure of 

Einstein’s Dreams.  

 In the final pages of the novel, it is expected that a final solution will be presented. Instead, the 

scientist has a typed theory that he came up with, but is not pleased with it. The end of the book 

describes his final movements before he turns in this manuscript, and his brief reaction afterwards. This 

small glimpse into the man’s character tells us that he never really found the “right” answer. Everyone 

expects him to come up with a profound thought or idea, and he probably did, but this is not the idea he 



was looking for. The man wanted to discover the truth in order to become closer to God and earn his 

way to the top. Through his study and observations, the reader can draw the conclusion that there is not 

“one truth” to be discovered, and this is not the way to get closer to God. Through much time and 

effort, the scientist discovers that there may not be something to discover. Instead we as human beings, 

create the idea of time to understand our world. This answer is not satisfying to the scientist, so it seems 

he will continue to search for what is true. In this small fragment of the story, the reader understands 

the message the book is sending, and the fragmented structure of the novel helps the reader to find this 

understanding. 

 At first the fragmented structure of Einstein’s Dreams was confusing and hard to connect to, but 

in the end it helped the reader better understand the theme of the novel.  


