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#2 Metafiction 
 
In Life of Pi, the author involves the reader in what is presented as a ‘true’ story, told 
to the author by Pi himself. In the final chapters, an alternate story is presented to 
the reader. Instead of the original tale of Pi’s journey with a tiger and the dilemma 
he faces with the hyena, orangutan, and zebra, it is suggested that Pi himself is the 
tiger, his mother was the orangutan, and the hyena and zebra were both members of 
the crew. Suddenly, the story that you had been accepting whole-heartedly as ‘true’ 
seems rather fantastical, and the grim story in which the animals have been 
replaced with humans seems much ore feasible.  Pi’s first story was fun, and made 
the reader believe in the strength and perseverance a man is capable of. The second 
story was grim and violent, exposing the reader to a nastier side of man. Pi asks the 
question, “Which story would you rather hear?” He presents the idea that they are 
both stories, that they both hold truth, and this truth changes based on perception. It 
is not hard to decide which story you would rather hear. But does the gruesome 
alternate ‘truth’ of the humans ruin Pi’s original story? I don’t believe it does. For Pi, 
both of these stories are true. He was stranded on a boat for days. He faced constant 
hunger and thirst. He dealt with dangers that forced him to make choices that did 
not necessarily follow his morals. He constantly relied on God as a source of hope. 
No matter which of Pi’s stories you believe to be true, in essence they tell the same 
tale, where the same lessons are learned. What makes them different is how the 
experiences were perceived. In our own world, it is easy to see this relationship 
between reality and fiction. If someone who has never seen a mall before walks 
through it during a busy time of day, their description would be entirely different 
than that of someone who has experienced the same scenario multiple times 
throughout their life. Both descriptions would be entirely different, but they would 
both be true. Our perception of reality defines truth for ourselves as individuals, but 
to someone else, this same ‘truth’ might be fiction in their own world. Pi may have 
watched his mother be killed in front of him, and may have killed a man himself. Or, 
he may have watched the orangutan he had grown up with be killed in front of him, 
and killed the hyena who committed the deed. Either way, he lost someone 
important to him, who was a familiar face and whom he had grown up around. He 
was forced to go against his morals and kill a living being out of necessity. He 
learned that reliance and faith in God could give him the strength to survive 
anything, and he learned of his own power and will to survive. It doesn’t matter 
which account you take the lesson. Truth cannot be pinned down, but by examining 
a different perception of truth once in awhile, there is a lot to be learned.  


