
College Lit 

Jan. 8-9, ‘14 



Agenda 

• Intro to starting to think about what you read, 
or something 

• Reverberations of Hamlet 

• Poem o’ the Day 

• Mood and Motif in the first two scenes of 
Hamlet 

• Soliloquy Redux: What does it tell us? 



Scenes 1-2 Reflection 

On your own sheet of paper, do this: 

 Thing to look for Passage Elaboration 

Lines that seem important 
that don’t make much sense 
to you 

Cite the lines by including 
the Act, Scene, and line 
numbers 
(I.i.43-58) 

Explain what your confusion 
or specific question is here. 

Lines that seem important 
that DO make sense to you 

Cite the lines by including 
the Act, Scene, and line 
numbers 
(I.ii.75-900) 
 

Explain what you think 
these lines reveal about the 
play, the characters, or 
wevz. 

General Questions and/or 
Observations 

Don’t cite a passage here 
unless it’s about a specific 
passage. 

Explain yourself! 



Robert Thew after Henry Fuseli: “Hamlet, 
Horatio, and the Ghost” (1796) 



This is also based on Hamlet… 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctj4SGoA
GCg 

• Questionable Content! 
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Poem o’ the Day: “The Day” 

• A poem’s worth reading twice. 

 



After reading… 

• What do you notice about the poem? 

• What’s worth paying attention to here? 

– Why is it important, the thing you’re paying 
attention to? 



A couple of key terms for starting 
Hamlet 

• “MOOD: The atmosphere that pervades a literary 
work with the intention of evoking a certain 
emotion or feeling from the audience. In drama, 
mood may be created by sets and music as well 
as words; in poetry and prose, mood may be 
created by a combination of such elements as 
SETTING, VOICE, TONE and THEME. The moods 
evoked by the more popular short stories of 
Edgar Allen Poe, for example, tend to be gloomy, 
horrific, and desperate.” 
– http://rwc.hunter.cuny.edu/reading-writing/on-

line/lit-terms.html 
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What mood is established in Scene 1?  
Scene 2? 

• Get in a small group.  Get a scene assigned.   

1. What mood is established in your scene?  Use as 
specific, accurate language as possible. If you 
feel the mood shifts in the scene, explain 
how/where. 

2. HOW is this mood established?  Cite specific 
passages (Act.Scene.Lines) as well as give a 
general description. 



Another key term 

“Motif: noun \mō-ˈtēf\: something (such as an 
important idea or subject) that is repeated 
throughout a book, story, etc.”  

– http://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/motif 

 

• ROT, DECAY 

– Soliloquy 
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Get out your soliloquy annotations! 

• What did you notice? 

• What does it tell us about the play, about 
Hamlet, or about…something else? 



FOR NEXT TIME 

• Finish Act 1, and then finish Act 2! 

– Read with a writing utensil in hand and annotate! 

– Come to class with discussion questions over what 
you’ve read. 


